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ltaly’s premier region delivers a wealth of great wines, with the
2017 vintage capping a run of excellent harvests BY BRUCE SANDERSOM
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s+ in many wine regions around the

plobe, Tuscany has witnessed extreme

weather over the past two decades.

Blistering heat, combined with severe

storms, frost and droughe, is the new
normal for this famed region of central ltaly.

The 2017 growing season was hot, but it was the drought
char left its mark, along with frost in some areas. “The 2017
vinrage was quire unique,” says Antinori CEQ Renzo
Cotarella, “With the drought and frost, | haven't seen any
vintage like it in the [rast 20 vears,”

At Bolgheri estares Omellain and Masseto, direcror Axel
Heinz describes 2017 as a winemaker's vintage. “1f you got
It wrong, if's going to show,"”

Based on my tastings over the past year, the best wines
from the 201 7 harvest are concentrated, maintaining fresh-
ness and well-inregrated rannins for balance and harmony.
Ar worst, the rannins are unripe, dry and astringent. The
poodd news for fans of Tuscan reds—and of Sangiovese in
particular—is the multitede of top labels available from the
superb 20016 and 2015 harvests,

At the high end, a mix of super Tuscans, Chianti
Classicos, Vino Nobile di Montepulciano and Brunello
di Monralcino viservas deliver plenty of excitement, while
dozens of terrific wines on the valuee side round our the year's
afferings. (For an in-depth look at the 2015 Bruncllos, see
“Strapping Sangioveses” in the June 30, 2020, issue.)

Owerall, | have reviewed more than 675 Tuscan wines
in blind tastings ar our New York office since my previous
report (“Tuscan Harmony," Ocr. 31, 2019). Tuscany typi-
cally offers a cornucopia of vintages at any one time, and
this vear is no different, with my reviews ranging from 2019
to 2007, The majority of the wines, however, hail from
recent harvests, led by the 20175 and 20165, along with a
number of newly released 2018s. Though not quite at the
same level as its two predecessors, the 2017 vintage is an

onitstanding year overall, earning a rating of 93 poanits.
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Masseln estate direcior Axel Heinz examines bottles inside this Bolgheri winery's state-of-the-art
cellar, where every vintage of the wine is stored, dating back (o the original Y986 boktling,
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d B his report’s top-scoring wine comes from
the 2016 vintage: Antinori'’s expressive
Toscana Solaia (98 points, $340), a wine

of purity and finesse, wirh a vibrant strucrure thar

fits harmoniously with the cedar, iron, tobacco and
fruir flavors. “The vintage was great, but we werne
obliged 1w do a srong selection in order 1o stress
the quality of the wine,” explains Corarella, add-
ing that the final selection was 25% less than wsual,

Since the 2015 vintage, Cotarella and his team
have also started the blending process carlier.

“Starting with the 2015,” he says, “we modified

the blending approach as we now make a master

blend—including the Sangiovese portion—in Jan-
wary, after the malolactic, keeping aside some los
that require a different barrel management duee to
their specific characteristics,” a reference o lots
that are lighter or more structured, “These lots

hawve been blended together with the maseer blend
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during the aging period according o their evolution and o the
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The Solaia is followed by a trio of 97-pointers from different
arcas of Tuscany. Camasciale’s Toscana Il Caberdot 2016 (97,
$275/1.5L) is a project of the Rogosky family, whose tiny produc-
tion comes from a cross between Cabemet Franc and Merlot planted
in four parcels totaling 5.5 acres in Val d"Amo di Sopra, just cast
of Chianti Classico. 11 Caberlot's alluring aromas of black curmrant,
cedar, lead pencil and iron are macched by its polished texture.

The Le Chiuse Brunello di Monmalcinge Diecianni Riserva 2010
(97, $180) is the debur release of Lorenzo Magnelli's new concep
of riserva. He thinks viservas represent a different expression of a
vintage, needing time o show their higher concentration and
complexity, thus his wine's 10 years of aging, four of those in large
Slavonian oak casks. “Aging it longer is the character of a riserva
in a betrer way,” Magnelli says. “Sangiovese needs time o express
the terroir, and releasing the wine later helps people to understand
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Le Chiuse winemaker Lorenzo Hagnedli held back his 2010 Brunelio riserva for a full decade before its release. The
il is one of the year's top-scoring wines, offering complex Aavors, vibrant acdity and excellend balance.
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and spicy cherry, plum, leather, iron and wild herb flavors.
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offering exceptional value, caps a brilliant trio of wines made by this
producer in the stellar back-to-back 2015 and 2016 harvests, along-
side the Chianti Classico 1l Puro Gran Selezione 2015 (96, $215)
and Chinmti Classico Cloltassala Gran Selezione 2016 (95, 580).

Among the other impressive wines ar 96 points is one of the
three Chianti Classico pran selezione from Castello di Ama, its Vi-
pnero Bellavista 2006 (96, 3230). Ama’s Vigneto La Casuccia 20016
(93, 3230) and San Lorenzo 2016 (93, 560) are close rivals, the
barrer @ grear value, Qllg':n,'::li'u:“:l'h Tescana Camaeting 20015 (96,
51371, a blend of T0% Cabermner Sauvignon and 30% Sangiovese,
is a superh late release.

Another standout is the debur vintage of the Mazzei family's new
project, the Ipsus Chianti Classico Gran Selezione 2015 (96, $395).
As export manager Giovanni Mazzei explains, the story of this wine
dates to 2006, when the family purchased the property adjacent to

its Fonrerutoli escare, 11 Casrio, notable for its 16-acre clos, Afrer

Sangiovese needs
time to express the
terroir, and releasing the
wine later helps people to

understand this. 99
—Lorenzo Magnelli

vinifying the fruit from the site for a decade,

the Bamily decided thar 2015 was the vinrage
o unveil |I'l.'¢-llh. “For some vears, it has been
a personal ambition o develop a wine from
the exceprional Sangiovese vines of this new
plot, and to pursue the Mazzei family's wine-
making traditions in my own image,” explains
Giovanni, who represents the 25th genera-
tion of this historic chan of vinners. “Within
Il Caggio, the "clos” in particular, quickly sur-
passed our expectarions, and the wine it gave
us revealed a spectacular characrer of its own
from the first vinmage we tasted.” (For mone
on Ipsus, see my column on page 218.)

Six wines lewd the pack from 2017, Anri-
nori's Toscana Solain 2017 (95, $8340) is a
worthy succesor to the brilliant "16. "We
were lucky because a light frost ar the end of
April reduced the crop, and the vines were
better able 1o deal with the drowghr,” notes
Cotarella. The small crop {70% of a normal
yield), with its small berries, made it difficulr
to manage the tanning, No pump-overs were
performed by the Antinori team, just punch-
downs to soften the extraction, with the goal

of smoother tannins.
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Marzel export manager Giowanni Mazzel (left) walks with his wife, Lara, and their two sons at his family's Fontenutoll estate in Castellina in Chdanti, where a 15-year-long project to
cultivate the neighbaring property of I Caggio has come bo fraition wilh a classic-raled 2015 red.

The Fontodi Colli della Toscana Centrale Flaccianelle (95, $149),
Mussero Toscana (93, 3814), Podere Porpio Scaletve Al Valle della
Crreve |l Carbonaione (93, 367), Tenuta di Trinore Toscana Campo
di Tenaglin (9%, 3110) and Tenura San Guido Bolgheni-Sassicain
Rassicaia (3245 are the other classic-rated reds from 2017.

Masseto'’s Heine deseribes the 2017 season as hot and dry in the
spring and summer, with cool nights that saved the vintage, unlike
2009 and 2003. “The average temperatures during the harvest were
identical in *17, '18 and '19,” he says. “But what happened before
was different.” The drought resulted in small berries with thick
skins—"the lowest berry weights 1 have seen im my entire career.”™

It was necessary to achieve ripe tinnins, which meant not pick-
ing too early. Many had finished the harvest in Bolgheri by mid-
Seprember, bur the second half of the month was cooler. Heinz

FREE ALPHABETICAL CHART
Scan the OR code to see a list of scores and prices for
all wines tasted for this report, or 9o to
WineSpecintor, com, Tuscany Alpkal 031N
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and his ream tinished picking at the end of September. "It was a
vintage you had to read properly,” he adds. *You couldn®t make
any mistakes, because it was not a forgiving vintage.” The Ormnel-
laia Bolpheri Superiore 2017 (24, 3170} is another success tor the
vintage.

A Tenura San Guido, esmace director Carlo Paoli lII"'I'll.'l.I the per-
centage of Cabernet Franc slighely, from 109 to 1 7%=18%, due to
itz “fabulous ripening.” Only the oldest Cabernet Sauvignon and
Cabernet Frane vines {32+ to 48-years-old ) were designared 1o Sas-
sicaia. Fermentation was cooler, the maceration time shorter by
about thiree to five days and the maturation in barrels was 19 months
instead of 24, These decisions preserved the freshnes and avoided

the dry tannins thar are the downside of the 2017 harves:.

espite many top wines costing upward of 3100, Tuscany
also shines when it comes to value. One of the best places
to lock for affordability is Chianti Classico, a denomina-

tion that offers terrific quality, yet whose prices have not caught

up with those of is neighbors in Montalcing and Bolgheri.
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BRUCE SANDERSON’S RECOMMENDED WINES FROM TUSCANY

More than 675 wines were reviewed for this report. A free alphabetical list is available at WineSpectatorcom,/TuscanyAlphal03120.

WineSpectatorcom members can access complete reviews for all wines tasted using the online Wine Ratings search,

. Ef.'.ﬂ_l!E FRICE | WINE SCORE PRICE
ANTINORI Toscana Solaia 2096 98 $340 | CASTELLO DI VOLPAIA Chianti Classico Coltassala 85 3§80
CARNASCIALE Tascana N Caberiot 2018 (150} 97 $27s | Gron Selenone 2006
CASTELLO DI VOLPAIA Chianti Classice Riserva 2015 97 $an | CECCHI Chianti Classico Vislore di Farnéglia Gran Seluzione 2016 85 $65
LE CHIUSE Brunelio di Montaicing Discianni Riserva 2010 97 $180 | COLLEBERETO Chianti Classico Riserva 2015 95 345
CASTELLO DEI BAMPOLLA Toscana o' &loen 2015 05 “ﬁ DEI Wino MNobde di Montepulciano Bostona Bserva 2015 &5 :EE
CASTELLO DI AMA Chianti Classico Vigneto Ballavista 96 $230 | DIEVOLE Bolgheri Superion: Tenuta Merivigha 8 380
Gran Sedezions 2016 Maestro di Cava 2006
Gran Selezions 2015 FOMTODRI Colli della Toscana Centrale Flaccianallo 2007 55 §149
IP5US Chianti Classico Gran Selezione 2005 98 $395 | IL MOLINO DIGRACE Chianti Classico Riserva 2016 g5 %33
LE MACCHIOLE Toscana Messorio 2016 6 K125 | LVIOSASSETTI Brunslle di Mantalcing Déecl Bertimali 2007 G5 $200
QUERCIABELLA Toicana Camarting 2015 96 $137 | MASSETO Toscana 2017 855 5814
ANTINORI Toscana Solala #0717 45 $30 | MONTERAPOMI Chianti Classica || Campitelio Riserva 2006 85 %78
BARONE RICASOLI Chianti Classico Roncicone 55 $85 | PODERE POGGIO SCALETTE Alta Valle della Greve o5 %87
Gran Selezione 2015 i Carbonaione 2017
CASTELLO DEI RAMPOLLA Toscana Sammarco 205 95 $99 | ROCCA DELLE MACIE Chiant Classico Sergicveto Riserea 20018 o5 §53
CASTELLD DI AMA Chianti Classion San Larenzg &5 $60 | TEMUTA DI TRINORO Toscana Campo di TenagSa 2017 55 %110
G Sele e 2 TENUTA SAN GUIDO Bolgheri-Sassicaia Sassicala 2017 55 $245
CASTELLD DI AMA Chianti Classico Vigneto La Casuccia 95 £330

TEMUTA SETTE PONTI Toscana Vegna dell Impers 2016 a5 i5
Gran Salezione 2066 - H
TOLAINI i T i 95
CASTELLO DI MONSANTO Chianti Classico il Poggio 0 ROl R AVINOR SR RO LA i
Gran Selezione 2015 TUA RITA Toscana Redigafti 2006 95 %300
VECCHIE TERRE D MONTEFILI Toscana Anfiteatro 2006 95 %120
SCORE PRICE | WINE SCORE  PRICE
CAIAROSSA Toscana Pergolaia 206 94 528 | MARCHESI DE" FRESCOBALDI Chianti Classico L F I
COLLE BERETO Chiant| Classicn 2017 94 s2g | TenutaPeranc 2015
MAZZEl Chianti Classico Ser Lapo Riserva 2006 o4 %28 WOZIOLE Chianti Classico Riserva 2006 g2 %30
CAPRAIA Chianti Classico Riserva 2015 93 430 | QUERCIABELLA Maremma Toscana Mongrana 2018 82 322
CASTELLO DI ALBOLA Chianti Classico Riserva 2017 o $30 CANDIALLE Chianti Classico La Mizse 2006 a1 $23
CASTELLO DI GABBIANG Chianti Classico Risarva 2015 95 gz | POOEREIL PALAZZING Chianti Classico Arganing 2015 ol
Fosso di Corsano 2008
LE MORTELLE Marermma Toscana Botrosecco 2007 9% £30
o R it e o 32 ANTINORI Toscana Villa Antingn 2017 80 %20
NTES m W0
\ BOSCARELLI Rosso di Montepulciano Prugnoha 2018 o0 513
VAL DELLE ROSE Maremma Toscana Aurelio 2016 95 329 :
CASTELLO DM MELETD Chianti Classica Maleto 2007 a0 120
ViLLA A SESTA Chianti Classico Riserva 2015 53 320 i :
DEl Rossa di Montepulciana 2018 o f22
BINDELLA Vino Mobile di Montepulciano Tenuta Vallocaia 2016 92 326 NS ;
LAMOLE DI LAMOLE Chianti Classico Blue Labeld 20156 71 B
CASA EMMA Cheant Classeoo 2007 a2 1 : {
R e R e iy = - LANCIOLA Chiangi Col Fiorentini 2017 o0 %18
i LErva
y sk LA BRACCESCA Rosso di Montepuiciano Sabazio 2017 89 $16
CASTELLO DI VOLPAIA Chianti Classico 2016 52 s
REMZO MAS] Toscana Erfae China 2017 B9 £14
GIOVANMI PANIZZI YVemaccia di San Gimignang 2018 52 %18
VITICCID Totcana Ferrass 2016 EG %18
il MOLIND DI GRACE Chiantl Classico 2086 52 336 :
CASTELLO MONTAUTO Yernaccia di San Gemignana 2018 BB 13
LA SALA Chianti Classico 2006 a2 20
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